CHAPTER IV.

PRINCE JEM.

The story of the life and adventures of the poet-prince
Jem Sultan, who unsuccessfully contested the throne with
his brother Bayezid II, forms one of the most romantic
chapters in Ottoman history. 5 This ill-starred Prince, whose
courage and talents, combined with his misfortunes, render
him so interesting a figure, had, however, no real right to
the crown for which he fought, as he was the younger son
of the Conqueror, having been born on the 2/th Safer 864
(23i<i Dec. 1459), while Bayezid had been born thirteen
years earlier.

About the beginning of Rejeb 873 (end of Dec. 1468),
Jem, who had just entered his tenth year, was, in accordance
with a custom already mentioned, 2 sent as nominal governor
to Qastamuni, and while there he began his literary studies.
In the middle of Shacban 879 (Dec. 1474), when he was
fifteen years of age, he was appointed governor of the
newly conquered province of Qaraman, which office he
continued to hold till his father's death. The six and a half

1 M. L. Thuasne, whose volume on the visit of Gentile Bellini to the
court of Mehemmed II has already been mentioned, has written an interesting,
and, so far as Euiopean and translated Turkish iccoids go, exhaustive work
on the life of this Prince, under the title of cDj em-Sultan, Etude sur la
Question d'Oiient a la Fin du XVe Siecle'. Paris, Leroux, 1892.

'2 See p. 29 supra.